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Message from the President
It has been my pleasure and privilege to be elected as the President of the Hindu Ahlaya Sangam Qld Inc. for the

year 2015/2016. | wish to take this opportunity to thank the members of the Management Committee who have
given their utmost support since being elected on the 5th December 2015.

With the role of President of the Hindu Ahlaya Sangam Inc. comes great responsibility where ideas, suggestions and
criticisms have to be considered with the interest of Hindu community in mind. The voluntary position of President
is one which makes heavy demands on one's time, energy and devotion in ensuring the efficient operation of daily
activities of the Temple and is a role that | have not taken light-heartedly.

One of our many achievements since being elected is to have conducted the first temple Mahotsavam from the 6
April to the 17 April 2016. The festival was an immense success and we are indebted to Indran Kurukkal who
travelled from Sydney to conduct this very auspicious occasion. The entire Brisbane Hindu community was given the
opportunity to take part in this festival as various days of the Thiru Vizha was allocated to communities from various
suburbs. This festival brought all of these communities together and built a strong bond within the Hindu
community.

| have to extend my sincere gratitude to the members who coordinated the Thiru Vizha, prepared food for devotees,
organized cultural events and built chariots. | also extend my heartfelt thank you to the numerous devotees who
worked tirelessly to made garlands for the daily morning and evening Poojas during the festival and continue to do
so on a weekly basis.

Other achievements of this committee in the past 7 months | would like to highlight include, completion of the new
car park, completion of the first stage of the landscaping works, completion of the amenities building, painting of the
interior walls, external walls and kopurams of the temple, lacquering of the timber doors, installing the water basin
and taps inside and outside of the temple, upgrading of the kitchen and completing two mani kopurams and two
Pandikais.

We are very thankful to those devotees who have volunteered and donated funds to help us achieve these milestones.
| would like to thank all the devotees who donated materials to construct the amenities building, for sponsoring and
installing the kitchen upgrade, for donating the bench top for the wash basins and for donating materials to construct
the car park.

| also wish to thank the numerous volunteers who dedicate their time and effort week after week to ensure the
smooth operation of the canteen to provide devotees and visitors from the community with delicious meals, snacks
and refreshments at the temple site every weekend. There are also many devotees who volunteer their time and
effort in other ways such as cleaning the temple, polishing lamps and thiruvasi, without whom the temple could not
continue to grow and prosper.

The current management committee has also made the decision to advertise for and select a Priest based on merit.
Additional information will be published in the next Koyil Mani issue.

It is my earnest desire that the HASQ committee along with various groups and individuals in our Hindu community
should achieve harmony, flexibility, goodwill towards each other and participation in Temple activities.

| am confident that your continued loyalty, support and generosity will serve to achieve our vision and many
upcoming projects to ensure a flourishing future for the Sri Selva Vinayakar temple. There is more work to be done,
including tiling the floor, installing power board and transformer, building the storm water drainage system and
landscaping of the land around the temple, lighting the premises etc. We encourage and urge the wider Hindu
community to donate the much needed funds for these future projects.

May the blessings of Lord Selva Vinayakar be with you all always. M Surendra
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Treasurer’s Report

The following is the summary of the receipts and payments for the period ending to 31/05/2016.This
information is verified by an independent person who is not part of the management committee. Please note
that this summary is subject to Final audit to end of the Financial Year.

Hindu Ahlaya Sangam
Receipts and Payments for the 5 Month to end of May 2016

Receipts
Opening Cash Book Balance as at 01/01/2016 $46,961
Add: Total Receipts for the Period $280,104

Total Receipts $327,065

Less Payments

Operating Expenses $107,708
Capital Payments $156,593
Creditors $34,719
Total Payments $299,020
Balance as at 31/05/2016 $28,045

NEWS FROM THE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

When we took over as the management committee we had a cash balance of around sixteen
thousand dollars and outstanding payments for large number of bills for goods and services
delivered, to be settled. We also had interest free loans from members to be settled.

We strongly believe, when managing public funds, we have to strictly adopt the policy of
spending every single dollar wisely with proper financial control and management. With the
increased patronage we now have, we are glad to say that the receipts have improved. We
have settled some capital payments of around hundred and fifty-six thousand dollars and
settled creditors of around thirty-five thousand dollars.

Although a lot of work still remains to be completed, we are glad that the overall financial
health of the Hindu Ahlaya Sangam is better today. The Raja Gopuram Kumbabishekam is
yet to be celebrated after all the associated work is completed. With this, the work related
to the main temple construction would become fully completed.
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On the strength of our transparency, efficient financial management and with this surplus
income, we appeal to all devotees and well-wishers to continue your support and make this
place — The house of God, the residence of Sri Selva Vinayakar, the concretized formful
aspect of divinity, the temple for all of us to go and worship. Let us believe that God walks
about in this temple. It is His residence and we all have a responsibility to preserve the
holiness of that atmosphere, which confers the joy of serving the Lord.

DONATIONS

The management committee take this opportunity to thank all well-wishers, volunteers and
donors for their ongoing support in cash and kind. We would not be in this position where
we are in now without your contribution. We sincerely hope you will continue to support
the temple and the renovation project.

If you want to donate, please get in touch with one of the committee members.
FESTIVALS

We have taken the opportunity to review the current events and we are planning to have
more festivals in the months to come.

PUBLIC TOILET

The public toilet upgrade work has been completed and we have received excellent
feedback from the temple community.

WEEKLY BHAJAN SINGING

The planning is underway to organise weekly bajans at the temple and watch the space for
further information.

VOLUNTEERS

We need more volunteers on regular basics to take part in temple cleaning, gardening,
manning the counter and with food preparation. If you can help please call the temple
president.

TREE PLANTING DAY

We have decided to beautify the surrounding of the temple by planting various trees.
This occasion will take place on the 24" of July at 10.00 to 12.30 PM. If you want to take

part, please call one of the committee members.
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MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

President Mr M Surendra (07) 3376 6880 Committee Members:

Vice President Mr T Sivanathan (07) 3372 6128 Mrs Radha Nithiyanathan (07) 3843 2356
Secretary Mrs R Paramanathan (07) 3162 5884 Mr M A Srirajalingam (07) 3715 8278
Treasurer Mr S Gnanananthan (07) 3279 0016 Mr T Surendran (0433232794)

Kme anc Zda’amaé - April/May/June 2016

The Saiva Seers — Nayanmars showed the way to move beyond the external forms and
ceremonies to the inwardly eternal one. Their religious fervour resolved all infra —
community differences and the unifying vision of Siva was glorified in their sacred songs -
Thevaram. All these resources were made available to the people at large and helped in
expanding the knowledge and understanding of the Saiva practices and beliefs.

Today there is a pressing need to evaluate the profound issues facing Saivite life in terms of
love. Modern Saivites will find in the Periyapuranam the heart of the matter. People
assume too easily that faith may be taken for granted, and at best needs only to be stated
and commended. Saiva tradition affirms that faith can be commended only in terms of its
fulfilment in the lives of men who had shown the Saivite way. The way of Saiva - Neethy is
commended only in so far as the Saivites are equipped to put themselves with loving
sympathy inside the doubts of the doubting, the questions of the questioners, and the
loneliness of those who have lost their way. The lives of Nayanmars testify to the fact that
they had confronted fearlessly opposing factions and sects and resolved conflicts with the
armour of faith and purity. It has been a characteristic of Saiva Tamil culture to adapt and
adopt attitudes of conduct relevant to the times from episodes of human actions and
reactions, failures and successes and thus accommodate to new situations in life.

The study of the Periyapuranam will stimulate the modern Saivite, wherever he lives in,
and whatever work he is doing to refresh his old faith in the new setting of this electronic
age. Periyapuranam deals with the relationship of God Siva and man, and elucidates the
lives of the sixty-three, Nayanmars of South India in their historic, social and religious
settings. They are the servitors of God Siva and man. They are the minstrels of peace who
moved on foot, traversing every nook and corner of Tamil Nadu. In their daily encounter of
person with person, they shared with them the humility of “give and take,” the “live and let
live” norms of the Saiva pathway, the Saiva — Neethy.

We have the four Nayanmars in our Koyil along with the deities, not as deities to be

worshiped, but to worship them as teachers of Saiva - Neethy
Mr T Sivanathan
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Hinduism: An Overview

Hinduism, also known as the Sanatana Dharma, or "Eternal Way," is our planet's original
and oldest living religion, with over one billion adherents. Today it has four main
denominations: Saivism, Shaktism, Vaishnavism and Smartism* each with hundreds of
lineages. They represent a broad range of beliefs, practices and mystic goals, but virtually
all concur on certain bedrock concepts.

All Hindus worship one Supreme Reality, though they call it by many names. In Hinduism,
here is no eternal hell, no damnation and no intrinsic evil--no satanic force that opposes
the will of God. Hindus believe that the cosmos was created out of God and is permeated
by Him--a Supreme Being who both is form and pervades form, who creates, sustains and
destroys the universe only to recreate it again in unending cycles. Each soul is free to find
its own way, whether by devotion, austerity, meditation, yoga or selfless service.

Hinduism's three pillars are temple worship, scripture and the guru-disciple tradition.
Hinduism strongly declares the validity of the three worlds of existence--physical, astral and
spiritual--and the myriad Gods and devas residing within the inner worlds. Festivals,
pilgrimage, chanting of holy hymns and home worship are dynamic practices. Family life is
strong and precious. Love, nonviolence, good conduct and the law of dharma define the
Hindu path.

Hindus are generously tolerant of other faiths. Hinduism explains that the soul reincarnates
until all karmas are resolved and God Realization is attained. All souls, without exception,
will attain this highest spiritual summit, though it may take many lives. This is a mystical
religion, leading devotees to personally experience its eternal truths within themselves,
finally reaching the pinnacle of consciousness where man and God are forever one.

Hindus prefer cremation of the body upon death, rather than burial, believing that the soul
lives on and will inhabit a new body on Earth.

While we have many sacred scriptures, all sects ascribe the highest authority to the Vedas
and Agamas. Hinduism has tens of thousands of holy temples and shrines, mostly in India,
but now located around the world. Its spiritual core is its holy men and women who have
dedicated their lives to full-time service, devotion and God Realization, and to proclaiming
the eternal truths of the Sanatana Dharma.
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From on the net. Courtesy M A Srirajalingam

*Smartism: Smarta tradition refers to a movement in Hinduism that developed and
expanded with the Puranas genre of literature. This Puranic religion is notable for the
domestic worship of six shrines with six deities, all treated as equal — Vishnu, Shiva,
Ganesha, Skanda, Surya and Devi (Shakti).

Koyil Mani Apr/May/ June 2016



QQ')UJQ.IQ')QGN @UG\) (LPHEL LMSLD)

usgl - speowl aupLT®H Courtesy Dr R Mahalinga lyer

2 el QUOHMENSG BTNl CFTeLAIG (b HIMHS SL6mD. 6(h FIMl LILMELSHFaL
(e &5H FMOTOHD LANSMISES QST 2_60I6)LD, 2 ML WLD, LoHM
2_LIGJEIRISE@HD UPRIGD YL eIsnIHG Bt ST (heUBH HLOG SHLend. @eueurm)
b6l FamID SlemLWTaTONSEGC BHITD 2 LS UGG (6o STl HGeusewrd
Q& Geueni(hLd. SiUMISGS STl (B NM@& BT 2 urenrliGUTHGHTLD.
BTLD LI6VEIGLOMETT S 6mL Y LITEOIRIGET S6WNeUSHMNES S(H6T GFUIL|LD

LWL QUMIEGS H([H PUTOIRISMETULD QUervSITRIGmaTUD FOFUNGES Geoustu(hLD.
sTeGeLMBGCL Qeuailgid el iged L Q&g HaNLmiGneT FervelmjLILIGuID
Q& @uieomg. 616aTGey, (ST (W(PeugId CaNhgl @LULIG FLOFLILIETILD
LI6SoTEmm)|LOLIg Wimes QTG euDIUML B HlemeVWIRISENTS SLe0UIRIGET 6T(LDHSIETENT6w.
HuUN6L &HQS6T WHHT FSHHWIMED, (TRIGLD Henmhs LFLAUTHeneTE &eo
a&&HTRIGeNeL aNGCFae FMHHSHID Q&TeTaTE CFUIHETT. SHLILIGLILIL L
cpgsdeamerd &HME Gamuilevser srpuLLLL (Rertater. ofl1q6d Leng QFWISme]

2 6Tl Slemeneu(bd Camullen&@GL Gumeug) 6T6tm SL(RUUMLTSL LSS 606)S SIS
QBT ML T6TT SIRIG LLMRSHET GeOmeUm BLSGL. Bret CHmuilgsH@GL CurEHGmest
6T60TDITE, 6TEITHSHTHOUTEUSG| CHTUNMELE &HSHSHLOMG M6USHMITISHEIT; QIl6NEE SH6lT
CUTREDMIEHET; MBCAUSSHUID &HFHLOTEE CFUISMITSHET; VST i(LPSHEIELEVMDED
&L (h&SMIMIGeN.

SletTerr b FIMILI &, FaQLOLDMET SHIJLOMIGHEMET 6T6LEVMD OMHG NL_GLMD. HLO&HE 2 6u016)
S HUAMISEG BHevevLllg HGCauGeIDd BHL & Geueui(hd. HLO&SG 2 ML &H(HLAIMIHGS
HeLEL QUENVEITD Q(H&SH Couau(HLD 6TETLMSEILIELEVMD &AU6tNSEEHS HaUmISCOITLD.
QUGCUTE| ¢(p 2amfled WM CQITOL SH(PSGS SlowN SLIg& QBTG (HhESEMMTEH6T
6T60TM| LIMTSHSMEL erveumGmedt 616s1m)| QHHHMGI. BLD 261 CHTUNCNEL erveumLIuTeor
QUaVEIID &HHLTUNBSHMST 6T6OTLIFICL SH6UEID C&FevIHSH L GL TLDTEIIT6D, [HLD
LoewTerdled SH(LPSHGLD GUMUON(RLD. 'gheowlld (HT(PeUG] FTELILD HETM)', ' SHT6D6OT
MG, 'SI(HLOMTVISHS lgemD CFUL 6T6TEIMEVEVMID Li6TT6utTil CIOMLHIGHET QILDHIGLD
AQb& BT 1q.60, €6uGeumy 2amflepitd 2 616 rervefesT GCHTUTNEMEVW|D CILI(H LTI
Gamuilemevld BHevevHlemeouNed emeuGSH(HHG eUNLUT(H BL&HF Q&L Gauewr(hiLb.
@& B (PHEL SHL6MLD.

SOGUNTEH ool UL (hd HomiGailed eTeomes GaleuoI(BLOMEITEYILD LOTM)SH 6D
Q&WIwIeOmD 6T6oTM) 6T6vuT6OOTLI LI(KAIMG). 6TRIGHU|D 2 6nen LOlaTEMI&HemS CleuailL(hdHd
S RISTHIGCSE LO6TTFSHS @VGHTLIETLD ( Power House) @ (HLILIGI GUIT6L, 6TRIGLD 2 61161 FFervey
g&glenl QeuallluhRdd BhSTHIGCSE HS] L TIDTS LEIDLLTEIDNS 4 60LIRISET
TPUULUL (B, SieumMetT L mSSNm&SeT 2 (heundl 2 ereater. Weresdh QuibSTsSev

Koyil Mani Apr/May/ June 2016



BITD STOILMOTSES GMISEHLLTL CHHD CUTUNNGHLD. AHHCUTLCR! G0
CFaglD& &ISSMe Q60 WhEHTHHL GMISHLLTeL gwm GumieN(Lb.

'G(H&&ET IHIGQL MeTId @eLeLTGHEUNTE Q(HSHMTCH G660 FMbHHSSHUILD
CUTHATELEM6L 6TEITMITED, HT(LPLD 6TeMGHF GQIFUIHT6L 6T60T60T 6T EHMMTTSH6IT! G TELUS),
LTSS Q&S eveumblemiiu|d CeualCul SisILNATNL VMDD 6TETHMTTSHE. 666y
SIBTEMHSHSGS SM1HG LNgsAMm §6d CaHmuLEaNL QHBEEMG. ASDHSMS (L (PSS
SIBTEJOTHGCEUMD 6T60TM) HETDLN6TEL BHLOSHGSHSHT60T LILIGT BHEQL LOMGLD.
eaUMN&EG €@(h Bl (P @evsnev. CaHmuNedled QUCUITGI6TeT QY FMTEH GNMEni
Heal®58 Gl GCeusir(hGLOWITD), HHGHSIL @6LeVNS LG elleQUIhiSenerL
UG&5SH&HFal MG BMD SL(GUUTLTS Qbh& S FTIhRIGeneTLl HNerumm GHHemenr GLI(HLD
GCemalgs@L Gumeug| s16Tm JOULLITD Gh&HSESTCeT FHmS eXl(Heuri.

prSw eNeusmymiseilsst QUTBL(F DG QNOQUIRIGMET MMHMEHFL TG LSS
VSIS QUM Qlq LOMHLD GleueTeand eU(BLCUTS HemFamis Hev @L MmiGaileL
A5G LD; UFILMHMIS HeUsnew CeuswiLMb. g HCeugdHamaL LUmmMis CaTULD Qsmeten
CeU6UUIL_MD. eoTMIGATLLD BTD BTGNS NeTSHE6TITEL HEUTEHET 6RLILIS
QameTeumy&er. LG oGeusld srermsl GUMUONGLD. FISH[HSHSHSSMTTEHET [BHLD
FTNVETRISENETL LIlG.HHATV6M6V. SIGETITL CHMLLD ML HMMT&HET. HSHMSHTE BHIT(LPLD
GaMULD QS&TeTaTeLnsTg). sTHIGHESUNLGHHID BL&GL NFlwd GCeussur(hLd.
USHLGH6T H(HHENG BHTD UTHEEEHGL LNHIILLTE T(HEHHEF Q&FTeLe0 eernss
Geu6uor(HLD.

Abss CaTalleLammeard &L lgll DTSN STeL&HSH0([HhH @eTmiaueny HeummieL
MesTumHOUILELD Bigssner ity Gl sr&sCaueu@GD. BID FHwns QbhSI,
2_6TenLOUITenT LISEHU|L 65T eupUm(hy CIFUIG)I, 2 GHuTenLOIITEST 6OTLIL 63T 6T(HSHGHIF
Q&meoTesTmeL 6T6LGELMBLD CHLLMTSH6T. Qeorm CHTUNCLS6T aflaQuild @IiLIG UITETHNE
BTGLD STIEWILD 6T60TM) 2 6WIIHEI, (PHEVIEL BHLDEMLDG S(HHHS Q&HMETCEUTLONS!

FVCLOGD HTS®S TDHDETLD! H666VFHSH6T 6T
6]'[15{1)”@5! """" G FreOS T LS FTLo P (15 st

o BTG 6TEITEHILD SHEMELEHGELD SILPUDCLITG ST QUMLDEHMSUTIEL 6T6LEVIT
QBMHHTOSHELD (WDIg6] QUMID. SIhF HMEL&EEHEID SPU|D CUTH SHLelem CHmerm
e(heury.

o 2 6TEATHHEL REMILD, 2 FHL 160 66TMILDTES 6UMLPEUG| Fal MH. CFTLNISSLD,
QFWINISHGLD OMINLD SMEIILICSH HeL6V LO6NGEDISHGSHIUI ML LITENLD.

o LG GetremerLl UMM (WP (PEOLWITE HDIHG CsmerTer Coustar(RD. SiFHes L6 eTeLeL
2 UNISHELSHGL AHSHUSILITeE SLeemenl UMM MWD SiNle el & eN(HLD.

Koyil Mani Apr/May/ June 2016



o L6 S(Heneus SMTHMI TUICUTGID BLD g affe Q&mewg (h&HMG. DTS
UL &6t Umenuwl LG alifl$g el LTeL IMD&HmS 66D HL606L nGFUILDTS
(W 6aTGeaTEF G1&F6LEVEVITLD.

e S0 BOLD GLHMG CUTEL MEFSHS (LPIGIITGH BHLOLNGMSUIL 65T SHL_ 6 emer
QAL LML gieusny CHIfled STEYID LUTSHHIID 2 6501 MGLD.

o SLOMET QYLMFSHET LOETHEL 6T(LPEUMG 6TETT6TEN QU(BHS CEUGTIL D, HL6ener
(P (PEMLWITEE FIETIENLHSHTEL LOGTSIGIETEN LIVATETLOMGT 6TeiIsuuimhisemed Qb hHa)
WHNIVID eNGUL (LplgULLD.

o ULG Heuuieutiifled @Q(H&HSEVMD. Y660 &6vor6uti] LIL-&HeL Q(HLILG Fal Mg A GUIT6O
2 &L QUITFLD CIFWISTEID, 2 608 YMEFHET LDGTHIMG6NT HIEHLOUWITOE LIMTSH SIS
Q&6 RIS

o HNLMTEG QBSGLD FOWSHHID WMIHEMLUI LDETD UTeUD QFIL SEh&HHMCHT
SI6UC6TT 2_60UT6MLOULITETT HITLOGUTET. H6UEHT SHL66NledT H6TLNMG 2-[luleuestmd el L medr
6T60TM)| ILIM(TH 6.

e HUN&E wHUNeLeOTNL LTI, UGG (PHEH6T aaTEHNEGH Hlenewu CFUISHME.
SIHICUT FLMIEG, FOLTHTILMIGET LD6TH6T HL6Ln6T DL USNGS &HIc0r6u0
LJif Sl63Tm 6.

o alliged Guyu@pLliuest NPILLL 6T QBHSTL SH(HL 6T CSMeTenaniLilg &
(LPLg6US6LEMEV. 6TEHUTETNS Hl6L NI Q(BHSTEL LOETTNGE CSHTETM6NILIG. 58 Ful
F&H G SIEh&H HMEGSLD.

e GaMUD Fal Gou ol mgl. CaHMTUD gnuELd CuTg M6y, SHettenen SHenguill (b
LDEMMSESHIS CQHTeEpHLd. Q&ML LGSHSMIWLD Smest @evevmned Gumil eN(HLD.

o &LeaafletT HBHBMOLGMS 6D 601N CIRNGHTCeL CUIGID. LIMEUD CFUILILD
6T6u0T6V0TLD  LD6MMH& aN(HLD. 6T6U0T600ILD, CI&FT6L, CIFIIGL CLPETMID HIMIEHLD CLMILD.

o HenergHeal 6 eBBmeafled WMHEGD @Mend euhg el(haudHeoamen. IGHL LGS
L}, &6oillmg Lmmieg CUITew &Teuld 6T6TsnID Sl FHHCWI 62 (heme6DIL
LUSGeULILGSSHHME.

o QeouaMueussHmEG QsFILITG 6T60Tm) 6T6orenT WIMHEGSLD HICITHD Henen&HSHTSI).
DeTEFML_flemil 0HGH BLHSHTL HEFFIIDLTS euMpeiled Cleumml 2 6 _TGLD.

o SMUSGLD, HHENHHGLD LD6NGH6S SLMLOLILIL LG (HSHMITET. HEUTEHEN6TE
SBUSLESSTD FiHE WMHHeN) CFeL6UGID, HMesT SO CFUIUGILD
LIWLIESTDHMSH TGLD.

From Courtesy M A Srirajalingam
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SRI ARUNAGIRINATHAR

The Hindu Dharma explains the different types of devotions as Ganapathyam- devotion to
Ganesha, Saivam- devotion to Siva, Vaishnavam- devotion to Vishnu, Saurashtram — devotion to
Sun God, Shaktham — devotion to Sakthi, Kaumaram- devotion to Murugan.

Sri Arunagirinathar is one of the great saints who followed Kaumaram as his path of devotion. His
work on Lord Murugan is a collection of devotional songs such as Kandhar Anuboothi, Kandhar
Alangaaram, Mayil Virutham, Vel Virutham and most importantly the Thiruphugazh.

Arunagirinathar was born to a very humble couple who lived in 15" Century. His parents were
devoted to Lord Siva in Thiruvannamalai and prayed to bless them with a child. Siva or
Annamalaiyar blessed them with a son and a daughter. The daughter's name was Adiammai. The
son was named as Arunagiri as he was blessed by Annamalai God. As Arunagiri lost his father at
an early age, his mother and sister brought him up. Arunagiri was genius by birth and was well
versed in Sanskrit, Ithihas and Puranas at a very young age and shone as a great scholar.
However even though he was married at the appropriate age, he sought the company of other
women and was indulging in worldly pleasures much to the dislike of his family and his wife. He
went in a wrong direction and path and hence was going through a tough time in his life. At one
stage he was so much abused by everybody in the family that he decided to jump off from the hills
of Thiruvannamalai and leave this earth. At that crucial time of his life someone from behind pulled
him out and stopped him from jumping. Arunagiri turned around and saw an aged person
standing there who said that “Arunagiri, you have to fulfil the aim of your life and so you have to
be alive till the objective is achieved”. The saviour also asked him to show his tongue and wrote
Om Saravana Bhava.

(Acknowledgement: | would like to thank the author for the
image which is taken from:
http://murugan.org/bhaktas/arunagirinatha.htm)

A miracle had happened at this moment and soon
Arunagiriyar realised that the person who stopped him from
falling down the hill was none other than Lord Murugan
himself as the person disappeared and showed himself as
Murugan. Murugan asked him to sing His glory. Arunagiriyar

- was speechless and was taken aback by the kindness of the
Lord. He stood there astonished and could not utter a word. Because of the grace of the God, at
that moment, he emerged out as an enlightened person and gained the ability to sing the glory of
God, His vahanam (vehicle) the peacock and his weapon Vel (spear). Lord Murugan himself had
suggested that he start his poem with the word “Muthu” meaning pearl. Then the words started
flowing from Arunagiriyar as a river flowing down from a mountain and he composed the work
called Thirupughazh.

Pughazh means praise. Since his verses praise the Murugan it is called with a prefix Thiru.
The verses in Thiruphughazh are very melodious and well known for depicting Arunagiriyar’s
ability to use the rhythm and meaning with very powerful words. The following song is a part of
the sixth song of the Thirupughazh in Tamil which explains the greatness of Murugan.
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Muthai Tharu Patthith Thirunagai Atthikkirai Satthi SaravaNa
Mutthikkoru Vitthu Guru Para Ena Odhum...Muruga

Meaning:

muththaiththaru paththith thirunakai aththikkirai: Muruga, you are the Lord of Devayanai who
has pearl like teeth with a beautiful smile.

saththi saravana: Muruga, You hold the spear in your hands.

muththikkoru viththuk gurupara: You are the seed or in other words who can give us Mukthi.

As you can see Arunagiriyar has used the words which may appear to be difficult to pronounce
and sing but truly speaking the meaning of these verses are so great that they explain the glory of
Lord Muruga, Siva and Narayana.

He always prayed that Murugan should come to him and bless him as a Guru and show his
kindness which he wrote in his work named Kandhar Anuboothi as “Guruvai Varuvai Arulvai
Guhane”. Varuvai means to come and arulvai means to shower His blessings.

Arunagiriyar also known as Arunagirnathar visited many temples and wrote his collection of
Poems on Murugan. Thiruphughazh is very popular and there are groups of people in many cities
who learn it from a guru and sing the melodious verses on the days important to Lord Murugan in
the temples. Life is full of challenges and such lives of saints as above show us that we need to
stand up to the challenges and do our best to live the life with honesty and sincerity. God will be
support us and pull us out of any difficult situations and would be always guiding us to achieve the
aim of our life.

Courtesy: Sujatha Vasudevan

You and Me - swami Lokeswarananda

It is our common experience that life is a constant struggle, struggle against environment, against
systems and institutions, against fellow human beings, even against our own selves. The struggle
is over the question of domination — shall we dominate over them, or they over us?

When we fight our own selves, we fight against those elements in us which we know are likely to
harm us — our impulses, feelings and passions which takes control of our actions in place of our
better judgement and mature consideration. In fact, it is this last fight that consumes most of our
time and energy.

Taming the mind is like taming a wild horse. If you can tame the horse, he is useful to you and you
can make him carry you wherever you want to go. Similarly, if the mind is under control, it can be
a useful instrument to help you progress in any direction you want. A man’s capability is
determined by the amount of control he has over his mind. There is infinite power lying locked up
within the mind. Some are able to use this power to their advantage, but most people find this
power illusive, often also hostile. No wonder the struggle one has against oneself is prolonged
and exhausting.

How can all struggle end? Is there any way of resolving the conflicts in which we get involved,
Willy — Nelly? The answer that Hindu Philosophy provides is rather intriguing. It says there are
conflicts because you think you and the world around you are separate. Even, within yourself, you
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feel you have separate constituents and these constituents pull you in different directions, as if
you are a plaything at their hands. This idea of separateness, according to Hinduism is due to
ignorance.

Reality is one, it is the common denominator of all that exist, but this one Reality as many
because of different names and forms which are superimposed on it. The names and forms are
not real, for they change and that which changes cannot be real. On this token everything we see
around us, in fact, the whole phenomenal world, is unreal. But is there anything real if the test of
reality is that it does not change?

Hinduism says there is something that never changes, that is there in the beginning, in the middle,
and in the end. It is not only constant; it is everywhere, in the small as well as in the big, in the
good as well as in the bad. The ultimate reality cannot be defined. All that can be said about it is
that it is the ground on which everything rests. Things originate from it, subsist on it, and
ultimately merge in it. There is in fact one single entity, however diverse it may appear. The
diversity is only in terms of names and forms, but, at the transcendental level, there is nothing but
unity.

There are conflicts because we are not conscious of this unity. if we know that we are all one,
then the question of hatred does not arise. Where there is an all pervasive sense of oneness,
there are no conflicts, there is only peace, joy, and happiness. The sense of duality, the sense of
“Me and You”, which now marks all our relationships, is a potent cause of disunity. Hinduism
advocates reversal of this relationship by stressing the unity which holds us together. If there has
to be peace — at the individual or collective level — it must be on the bedrock of this unit.

Courtesy: T. Sivanathan; Source: Practical Spirituality

STORY CORNER: WORK AS WORSHIP --

A man was travelling in a bus one day. He was amazed at the behaviour of the bus conductor.
The conductor was very relaxed and smiled at everyone as he dealt with them. He always rang
the bell at the right time, so that the bus would stop at the right places. And when the passengers
paid for their tickets, he always gave them the right change. No matter how crowded the bus was,
or how badly the passengers behaved, his self-composure was never disturbed. Having observed
all this, the man asked the conductor, “How is it possible for you to always keep smiling in a
crowded bus like this? | have never seen anything like it! Tell me, what is your secret?”

The conductor smiled and said, “There’s no great secret to it. It's simply a lesson life has taught
me. Before taking this job, | worked in a factory. | had to travel to and from work by bus every day.
Whenever | waited for a bus, it was my experience that the bus never bothered to stop at the right
bus stop. It would pass me and stop a little farther away, and I'd end up running after the bus; but
before | could catch up with it would start again. Or if the bus did stop for me, it would take off with
a start the moment | had stepped onto the bus and | would have to struggle to keep my balance in
the crowd. And then, after | had paid my fare, the conductor never bothered to give me my
change. If | asked for it, he’d get angry. And if | didn’t have the exact change, he’d scold me. On
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many occasions, | was about to lose my temper. But | somehow managed to control myself,
thinking that | would have to travel on the same bus the next day as well. Because of these
unpleasant experiences, when | reached the factory | was always in a bad mood. | never smiled at
my fellow workers. | was never kind or loving towards anyone. My attitude caused people to be
indifferent towards me. Because of all this, | couldn’t concentrate properly on my work; this often
led to my being rebuked by my boss. In the evenings when | returned home from work, | vented all
my frustrations on my family. | scolded my children and quarrelled with my wife. The atmosphere
at home wasn’t peaceful at all. | didn’t show my children any love, nor was | able to open my heart
to my wife. Thus | felt very lonely both at home and out in the world.

“Then one day when | came to the bus stop, the bus had arrived but it began to move before |
could reach it. When the conductor saw me trying to catch the bus, he rang the bell, signalling for
the bus to stop again. | got on the bus and, to my surprise, he waited for me to get inside before
he signalled for the bus to continue. All the seats were occupied, but the conductor gave me his
own seat. | had never seen this conductor before. | was speechless with joy and gratitude. | was
so tired that | fell asleep along the way. When the bus reached the place where | was supposed to
get off, the conductor woke me up.

“You can’t imagine how comforted | felt by his kindness. It was like a gift of cool, fresh water for
someone dying of thirst. His kindness and consideration gave me tremendous inspiration. As |
walked from the bus towards the office, | experienced within me a joy that | had never known. In
contrast to my usual sullen manner, | smiled at everyone in the factory. And they responded by
smiling at me. That day | worked with diligence. Noticing this, my boss congratulated me. The
workers under my supervision were clearly happy because | was so pleasant towards them. They,
in their turn, behaved completely differently towards me; they were really friendly. When | came
home from work that day, | spent some time with my wife and children. | felt so at ease with them
and showed them so much love. | hugged my children — something | hadn’t done for a long time.
It was like a festival. | was so happy.

“I realised that a great change had taken place in me because of the simple kindness of just one
person. From that day on, | was very careful about my attitude towards people and how | behaved
towards them because | knew that whatever we give out will come back to us. It would be
impossible for me to change for the better if | were first to wait for everyone else to change. |
realised | could choose to be good, regardless of everyone else; and that once we change for the
better, it has a positive effect on those around us.

“Soon thereafter, | got this job as a bus conductor. | remembered the conductor who had
transformed me, who had changed my life. | remembered the great lesson he had taught me. |
vowed that | would always behave in a loving, respectful way towards everyone. | made the
decision that | would contribute my share of spreading love and brother/sisterhood throughout
society. | will never forget that bus conductor and how he affected me.”

The society is made up of individuals, and the thoughts and actions of each individual influence
the culture of that society. Instead of waiting for others to improve, we should try to improve
ourselves. And once our attitude has changed, we will be able to perceive goodness throughout
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world. If there is a positive change in us, it will also be reflected in others. It is only what we give
that we can hope to get back. We should always remember this.

The heart sends blood to every cell of the body, and in this way the cells are nourished. The same
blood then flows back to the heart. If the flow is obstructed, the person will die. We need to learn
this process of give and take from the heart. For the benefit of others, and also for ourselves, we
should have the attitude of sharing and giving. We are all links in the chain of life. If one link is
weakened, it will affect the strength of the whole chain.

Our every thought and action has the power to bring light or darkness into the lives of many. So
we have to be careful that our actions are the kind that bring joy and satisfaction to others. We
shouldn’t fall into a state of despair when we see the evil in the world. Nor should we allow the
wrongs done by others to encourage us to do similar wrongs. Instead of cursing the darkness, let
us try to kindle a small lamp. If we can’t do this, let us at least refrain from causing others any
discomfort. You may wonder how this can be practised in our day-to-day lives. One way is to
perform all our actions as an offering to God. We should make our every action a form worship.
This will give joy to others and will benefit us as well.

http.//www.amritapuri.org/10181/work-worship.aum

THIRUKKURAL http://tamilcube.com/thirukkural/
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He will be called a (true) householder, who is a firm support to the virtuous of the three orders in
their good path.
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ESSENCE OF GITA

Why do you worry? Why are you scared? Who can kill you? The Soul is immortal. The soul is
neither born, nor does it die.

Whatever happened, happened for the good; whatever is happening is happening for the good;
whatever will happen will also happen for the good. Do not regret the past. Do not worry for the
future. Live in the present.

What did you lose that you cry about? What did you bring that you have lost? What did you
create that is now destroyed? You did not bring anything.

What you have you received from here. Whatever you gave, you gave here. Whatever you got,
you got from God. Whatever you gave, you gave to God.

You came here empty handed and you will leave empty handed. Whatever you have today was
someone else’s yesterday and will be someone else’s tomorrow.

Change is the law of the universe —birth, life and death. What you think of as death, is indeed life.
In one instance you can be a millionaire, and in the other be steeped in poverty.

Yours and mine, big and small - erase these ideas from your mind. Then everything is yours and
you belong to everyone.

This body is not yours, neither are you the body. The body is made of fire, water, air, earth and
ether, and will disappear into these elements. But the soul is permanent

Whatever you do, do it as a dedication to God. This will bring you the tremendous experience of
joy and freedom forever.
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Sri Selva Vinayakar Koyil

Opening Hours

Mornings:

Evenings: 5.00 pm

7.30am to 11.00am
to 8.30pm

PUJA TIMES

WEEKDAYS:
WEEKENDS:

Forthcoming Special Events (see website)

9.00am & 7.30pm
9.00am & 6.00pm

Monthly Chaturthi/ Saint Manickavasagar Guru Pooja Friday 8.07 2016

Natesar Abishekam Saturday 9.07 2016

Aani Utharam Festival for Natarajar Sunday 10.07 2016
Lord Sutharshanar Jayanthy Thursday 14.07 2016
Sri Lalitha Sahasranamavali Stotram/ Pirathosham Sunday 17.07 2016
Pournami / Sathyanarayanapoojai Tuesday 19.07 2016
Maha Sangadahara Chaturthi Saturday 23.07 2016
Aadi Kiruthikai Thursday 27.07 2016
Pirathosham Sunday 31.07.2016
Aadi Amavasai Tuesday 02.08 2016
Aadi Pooram Friday 05.08.2016
Naga Chaturthi Saturday 06.08.2016
Sundaramoorthi Nayanar’s Guru Pooja Wednesday | 10.08.2016

for publication.

Those who wish to provide relevant articles in TAMIL or ENGLISH for publication in Koyil
Mani please contact Mr T Sivanathan on (07) 3372 6128 or M A Srirajalingam on (07) 3715
8278. Articles in Simple Language would be given preference. Hindu Ahlaya Sangam
Management Committee reserves the rights to accept, refuse or edit the material provided

For any information on Temple matters please contact Surendra on (07) 3376 6880

URL: http://www.sriselvavinayakar.org | Email: ssvkbrisbane@gmail.com | Phone: +61 7 5547 7302

Subscribe to Email Newsletters, follow us on facebook & twitter
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